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Suite dreams are made of this

Local authority secondary offers a full complement of drama and arts subjects in its new state-of-the-art facilities

By Jolene Campbell

TEACHERS ARE coming to terms with
a surprising new challenge ar
Broughton High in Edinburgh.
They can't get ars students to go
home at the end of the day.

More senior students are signing |

up to the performing arts than ever
before. And since they moved intoa
new school building in March, there
is a tangible buzz in the corridors
coming from the state-of-the-an
drama, dance and music spaces.
Broughton is the only Edinburgh
City Coucil school offering the full
complement of performing ans in-
cluding dance, drama and music. lIts
students and those from neighbour-
ing schools populate the purpose-
built dance studio, state-of-the-art

theatre and quality editing and |

recording suites until well after the
bell rings at the end of the day. Head
of music Tudor Morris says: “The
facilities are in a different league. It
muakes a great change to see students
enjoying school this much.”

At the official celebration of the

new building on June 4, students
will perform in a promenade fea-
turing music, dance and drama to
entertain VIPs as they tour the
building. Head of drama Suzie
Lundy says: “It will showcase the
school’s commitment to the per-

forming arts. Students will create an |

exciting multi-sensory experience
that is a result of all the depan-
menrts working together.”

Broughton has a strong reputa-
tion for the quality and range of ans
opportunities. The prestigious
music school continues to attract
local and international students
every yecar. But with increasing
numbers of senior students, a new
Advanced Higher course and an
approach to cross-curnicular learn-
ing that is ahead of its time, it is
drama that is taking centre stage.
A-level dance will be available next
year for the first time.

Despite a falling school roll from
1100 to 800, the number of smudents
choosing performing arts subjects at
Higher has gone up. The figure for
$5-6 students doing Higher drama

| cial interest in sound, says:

doubled in the past year, from 15 to
30. Miss Lundy has no doubt that

the increased uptake is connected to |

the hi-tech facilities in the new
building. “Students sce them and
want to be involved,” she says.
Fiona Dalgleish, a Standard
grade drama student who wants to
pursue a career in drama and spe-
“With
the new building, each class is a
mini-theatre. The sound technol-

ogy is much better. It really en- |
| gogy, so teachers can work quickly to

hances drama which can affect
audiences more. | also get a chance
to be creative and try new things.”

Lauren Miller, also in 54 drama,
adds: “We get to use all the new
equipment including the lighting
and lanterns and the black cloths, Tt
helps to create more effects and
makes the drama feel more like per-
forming in a real theatre.”

The increasing popularity of per-
forming ars is having an impact on
arminment in other subjects. *With-

out question, students involved in |

ans do better in core subjéers” says

Miss Lundy. “They build up self-dis-

cipline and learn to think independ- |

ently. End-of-year reviews always
confirm better atainment for those
involved in arts subjects.”

With the curriculum focus on de-
veloping confident learners, she says

. . x |
it is time to look to the arts subjects

and their scope 1o deliver where

other subjects can struggle. A lot of

subjects don't fir easily into CfE.
The arts subjects are an ideal model
for developing skills and confidence.
They have their own natural peda-

introduce new approaches.”

Active learning has been pio
neered in ans projects at Broughton
for years. Projects drawing on differ-
ent ar

15 of the curriculum bring un-

expected  subjects together with |

science, history and

English and

| offer students more stimulating ex

periences. With the plethora of new
faciligies at theig fingertips, students

are expefimenting more as ans sub- |
| jects work tugether closely.

One-off projects thar draw on dif-
ferencaresis of the curriculum are be-
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Standard grade drama. Every year
$3 students do a project using the
UN rights of the child as the stimu-
lus 1o learn about Second World
War. This year, as part of their de-
vised drama, students have written a
play that they will perform to a pub-
lic audience. Miss Lundy says:
“They are bringing history to life. In
drama, they can really get a decper
understanding of the world.”

As part of the interdisciplinary ap-
proach, the drama depantment has a
strong track record in working with
theatre companies and colleges.
More drama, dance and music stu-
dents are going on to study per
forming ans in further and higher
education = 75 per cent of Higher
drama students in 56,

With efficiency savings affecting
school budgets, Miss Lundy says itis
acrucial time to champion perform
ing ans. “Arts can be first to go when
things arc tight. Here it is the reverse.

| Arts subjects are seen as a qualitative
| experience with chances to engage

with industry. Performing arts im-
prove r||||'lln\'!ln'l1t n[lpﬁrl‘luniticﬁ."



